JEREMY SAMMUT [

It’s a sign of our virtue-signalling
times that an efployer wourd
boast on Facebook about their de-
cision to sack a teenage Christian
employee for endorsing the mar-
riage survey’s Noside. The sacking
and the boasting were abhorrent,
but perhaps not surprising to any-
body who has watched the grow-
ingidentity politics phenomenon.
The more puzzling question,
however, is the apparent paradox
lying behind that phenomenon,
Ironically, the more tolerant con-
temporary Australian society has
become overall, the more identity
politics we've ended up having to

Think of the grovelling apo-
logy Coopers made earlier this
year for associating with the anti-
marriage equality Bible Society of
Australia. Think also of all the
education officials who waved the
Safe Schools program through
without apparently voicing any
concerns about greenlighting the

rination of Australian chil-

dren witheadical gepde ﬂuigity
theories. %
[dentilpolitics is really about
the politics of moral embarrass-
ment. It is, therefore, ultimately a

tics.

For all its modern trappings of
relativism and non-judgmental-
ism, identity politics represents a
reversion to the shame culture of
traditional societies, whereby dis-
senters face exclusion from the
tribe—from the charmed circle of
approved progressive opinion —
for transgressing politically incor-
rect taboos. :

The way alternative opinions
are thereby silenced makes ident-
ity politics not only a threat to free
speech and democracy but also to
the true Enlightenment traditions
of rational enquiry and debate,

primitive way of conducting poli—«\

endure. By all objective measures,
welive in an unprecedented era of
tolerance, acceptance and equali-
ty forall, compared with the bigot-
ed social attitudes of far ‘less
enlightened earlier times,

But although there has never
been less racism, sexism, or homo-
phobia — thanks to the social
changes that began in the 1960s —
there have never been more peo-
ple claiming the country is alleg-
edly plagued by these social
problems.

In recent times, these com-
plaints have spanned the spec-
trum of identity politics: from Julia
Gillard’s misogyny speech; to the
offence taken over the late Bill
Leak’s “indigenous parenting”
cartoon; to the calls on social
media last week to boycott Wool-
worths because the bloke who ran
the company a decade ago sup-
ports traditional marriage. The

Yet the notion that the so-
called “deplorables” are bigoted
oppressors who deserve to haye
their privilege checked, including
their right to freedom of speech,
thought and conscience, in the
name of promoting equality and
diversity, is wearing thin.

" Those who are sick of being
told they don’t know how to treat
others decently, and are tired of
being lectured and hectored by
theirso-called betters, are the peo-
ho voted for Donald Trump,
it and, locally, for One Na-

i litical reyolt

ning that the identity warriors
should be careful what they wish
for lest this lead to the ultimate

paradox.
Because of its intolerance to-
wards  so-called “intolerants”,

identity politics risks becoming a °

disastrously self-fulfilling proph-
ecy, which will end up fostering

ever deeper political and social di-
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es that have
embraced postmodern theory in
recent decades.

We now have at least one gen-
eration of tertiary-educated Aus-
tralians who have been politicised,
and are deeply invested in the

identity politics notion that cer-
tain groups in society remain the
GerpeTTaT-Viciis o B0ty
prejudice at the hands of the dom-
mspite the enor-
mous social changes that make a
nonsense of this theory.
Nevertheless, identity politics
is integral to the “intellectual left”
sense of identity and status as an
enlightened class, which not only
supposedly possesses superior in-
sight into how society marginalis-
es assorted victim groups but
whose members consider them-
ngh'ggmﬂmk__mrtm:at
szmwwashed,
1goted “ordinary Australians”,
This is why the identity warri-
ors invest so much time and effort
finding and backing causes and js-
sues tifafcan validate theiridentjty
and status—whether by demand-

ng changes to marriage, or by de-

Yet the reasoh the warriors get
traction, and s¢em to enjoy so
much success n contemporary
debates, is actually due to the fact

most walkg/of public and\corpor-
ate life egpecially, to harbg rany-
thing s¢en as resembli

Eperception often leading
to social and professional death.
This is the downside and
consequence of how much more
tolerant society has come, as this
can lead to ideological bullying,
forcing individuals and organis-
ations into submission behind cul-
tural and political agendas to
avoid being labelled bigots.



